
Ms. Grondolsky 
English 10 Honors 

CLASS EXPECTATIONS 
 

The intellect is a cleaver; it discerns and rifts its way into the secret of 
things…My instinct tells me that my head is an organ for burrowing, as 
some creatures use their snouts and forepaws, and with it I would mine and 

burrow my way through these hills. 
~ Henry David Thoreau 

 
Welcome to Honors English 10! This course is rigorous, designed to help each of you become independent and analytical in your 

reading, thinking, and writing. All of our work is intended to develop your advanced study of language and literature. In addition to 

smaller units and pieces of fiction and nonfiction, our core curriculum is based on the following works: 

• I Had Seen Castles by Cynthia Rylant 

• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

• The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 

• The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

• Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 

• A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

• Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

 

In order to foster a productive, efficient, and rigorous learning environment, the following rules & procedures apply: 

 : You must be respectful at all times. Be kind to your classmates. When others are talking, do not interrupt or 

make comments.  
 

 : You must be on time to class. You should already be in your seat when the bell rings, NOT walking in 

the door. See below for more specific information on passes. 
 

 : Come to class prepared everyday. It *should* go without saying, BUT -- at ALL times you are expected 

to have your binder, books, writing utensils (pens AND pencils AND highlighters), and all assigned work. If you fail to bring the 

required materials, you may lose points AND receive detentions. I do not provide pens, pencils, etc. Even more important is your 

intellectual preparation for the course – if I assign reading, I expect you to have critically read and thoroughly marked your text; if 

you come across words you don’t know, you’re expected to look them up, etc. All of that constitutes the expected rigor of an 

Honors level class. This intellectual preparation is also known as “study-reading” or annotating.  What is expected? Study-reading or 

annotating is a way of physically interacting with the assigned text in order to comprehend the work at a higher level. We sometimes 

call this “working the text,” which means that you read at a slower rate with pen or pencil in hand.  As you read, look to underline 

main ideas, important support points, new characters, significant quotes, use of figurative language, literary devices, etc.  This is 

much more than just underlining, highlighting or boxing.  It also includes the defining of problematic terms or vocabulary words, 

noting personal reactions to presented information, questioning difficult points, and linking presented ideas with earlier textual 

points, your own personal experiences, and those in the larger world.  While some texts are easily accessible, others -- especially 

texts found at higher levels of our educational journey -- become more difficult to understand.  This is where the skill of close, 

analytical reading will really come in handy. Research in reading has repeatedly shown that the most effective reading is active 

reading.  We hope you will not only enjoy the books but also find these strategies to be useful. 
 

 : Expect to be part of our learning environment; I do not spend each day lecturing AT you. Instead, 

you will be provided with opportunities to engage with the text, think critically, offer opinions and tentative analyses of the texts – 

your engagement both in class discussions and with your peers in smaller groups is integral to your learning. Do not sit passively by 

and expect the learning to be heaped upon you – burrow, as Thoreau said, and see what you can discern. ☺ You will be given a 

grade each quarter for your participation; this will fall under the C/H/P category (25%).  
 

  Your academic honesty is paramount to your success in both this class and your future as a whole. Unless I’ve 

suggested that you work with peers or seek out additional research, you should strive to tackle your work on your own. Whether this 

is a “simple homework” task or the highest of assessments or projects, your integrity will always mean more, both here and in the 

world outside of school, than will your course grade at any given moment. 
 

 : YOU are responsible for checking the plans online and any calendars I give you (especially when 

you are absent), keeping track of your grades, and staying current with work.  

 

Food for thought: Poor Planning on your part does not constitute an 

Emergency on my part. 
 

✓ It is YOUR responsibility to make up any work that you miss due to an excused absence. You must come to me and find out 

what you missed – I WILL NOT CHASE YOU DOWN. I will not remind you to ask for it, nor will I remind you if it remains 

undone. **When you return after an absence, be sure to check the blue stacking bin for any papers with your name on them. 



✓ Any work (classwork OR tests & quizzes) that you make up MUST be made up within the same number of days you were 

absent. That means that if you were absent one day, then anything missed must be turned in or made up the day you return (this 

applies whether you see me or not); if you fail to do so, you will receive a zero. If you have me later in the day, that's not an 

excuse to avoid the testing center until you see me – get there ASAP. 

✓ On days that major papers and projects are due, IF YOU ARE IN THE BUILDING AT ANY TIME, you are expected to turn 

in your work. If you don’t, you may not receive credit. I check the absence list daily to verify the legitimacy of your absence. 

✓ If a test or quiz has been announced and you miss school the day before the test/quiz, you are still responsible for taking it the 

day you return. YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE EXTRA TIME. Missing a “review day” is not an acceptable excuse to postpone 

the test.  

✓ Be aware that any & all make-up tests and quizzes can and probably will be different (and harder! ) versions of the original test. 

✓ If you are absent on a day when an essay or other such writing assignment is due, then even if you are not here, it MUST be 

turned in to TURNITIN.COM by class-time, or it will be considered late.  

✓ When a typed assignment is due, it is due at the START of class; you may not print it out in class, come with it saved, etc. There 

are no excuses for “running out of printer ink” or your printer breaking, etc. If it’s not ready when I collect it, it is late.  

✓ At most times, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. Rarely, late work may be accepted, but for only 50% credit. Hence, 

turning things in repeatedly late will be detrimental to your grades.  
 

 Electronic Devices may be used with my permission for class purposes ONLY (if you’re unsure, err on the side of keeping them put 

away).  “Class purposes” do not include checking grades in the middle of class, or, obviously, any games, messaging, and social 

media. Electronic devices including chromebooks, cell phones, tablets, smart watches, etc… may absolutely not be used during or 

after assessments (bring other work if you anticipate finishing early).  Students must place items in zipped backpack before an 

assessment begins. 
 

 Never grade grub.  
 
 

HALL PASSES 
 

You will receive a tardy pass from me for each grading period. You must use these if you need to go to the restroom, your locker, etc, on 

the way to class. If you do not have this, DO NOT ASK ME TO LEAVE THE ROOM. At the end of the grading period, you may 

redeem your remaining passes for points. Choose your emergencies carefully. 

 

***If you are late to class, you will have the choice to accept a detention or use a space on your hall pass. If you are more than 5 minutes 

late, you must have a pass from a teacher or principal. 

 
 

GRADES 
You will receive grades for the following: Tests (All major tests will be announced in advance), Quizzes (Both announced and 

surprise…BE PREPARED), Writing, Participation, and Homework – Don’t fall behind!!

 

Weighted Grades – The English 10H team will utilize the following grade breakdown to determine grades:  

   75% - Assessments  

 25% - Classwork/Homework/Participation 

 

Extra Credit – You have one extra credit opportunity for the year, and it can only be applied one time At the beginning of the year, we 

will offer an extra credit assignment.  The extra credit assignment is due ____________________________.  The assignment will be 

worth one percentage point applied to one quarter grade (NOT the final course grade).  Here’s how this will work:  Students who choose 

to do the assignment will submit to both Google Classroom and turnitin.com by the due date.  The one percentage point will be applied 

to the first quarter with a grade of _9.0 or higher.  If none of the first three quarters have a _9.0 grade, then the one percentage point will 

automatically be applied to the fourth quarter grade.  Your grade is what your grade is. ☺  

 

Rounding – Per department and team policy, we do NOT round grades (excluding the one available assignment mentioned above); thus, 

if you are at an 89.9%, you will earn a B.  


